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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
relevant to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

STATEMENT OF RELEVANCE 

The relevance of U.S. Patent 5,183,141 and German Patent Document DE 694 22 
276 to the subject matter of the present invention is given in the Background and 
Summary of the Invention in the specification of the present invention. 

CONCISE EXPLANATION OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 

An English abstract and U.S. counterpart of the following are submitted 
herewith: 

DE 196 37 106 U.S. Patent 5,810,145 

EP 0 433 466 U.S. Patent 5,207,306 

EP 0 497 164 U.S. Patent 5,133,439 
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In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(a)(3) for foreign language document, Applicant submits the following explanation: 

German Patent Document No. DE 697 16 573 is related to Hydraulic Link For 
Hydraulic Clutch Manipulation 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (1) no later than 
three months from the application's filing date or (2) before the mailing date of the first 
Office Action on the merits (whichever is later), and therefore no certification under 37 
C.F.R. §1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any 
such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. 
Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent reference against the 
claims of the present application. 

If necessary, the paper should be considered as a petition for consideration of the 
Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d)(2) and that the petition fee 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i) in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d)(3) should be charged 
to Deposit Account No. 05-1323 (Docket No. 028987.53044US). 


CROWELL & MORING, LLP 
Intellectual Property Group 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, DC 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
Facsimile No.: (202) 628-8844 


Respectfully submitted, 


March 1, 2004 



Donald D. Evenson 
Registration No. 26,160 
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